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Definitions 
 

 SAE standards are internationally recognized for their role 
in helping ensure the safety, quality, and effectiveness of 
products and services across the mobility engineering 
industry. 

 ISO's main products are international standards. ISO also 
publishes technical reports, technical specifications, 
publicly available specifications, and guides 

 A Technical Standard Order (TSO) is a minimum 
performance standard issued by the United States Federal 
Aviation Administration for specified materials, parts, 
processes, and appliances used on civil aircraft. 

 



 A TSO is a minimum performance standard, it is not an 
operational requirement 

 The TSO system enables  

 Airframer’s to specify what they require on their aircraft 

 ULD OEM’s  to show that they meet a defined minimum 
performance standard 

 Airlines to be confident they are doing the right thing 

 A TSO does not specify that any particular item shall be 
used  for a particular function 
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Complexity 
 TSO C90 b 2 Pages 

 TSO C90 d  8 Pages 

 TSO C172 6 Pages 
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Summary 
 This industry appears to be well into a period of intense 

technical and regulatory development 

 The industry is well advised to pay close attention to 
these developments as they will undoubtedly impact ULD 
operations 

 Development of standards and regulations is a 
consultative process, airlines and ULD owners are 
welcome to participate. 
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